
place about those two tables may be imagined. The posi-
tion of the two waiters, who were pelted with hard rolls of
bread and an occasional plate, was not an enviable one.
The crowd was jolly, good-natured and noisy. It almost
seemed to be a fit occasion for a repetition of the miracle
of the loaves and fishes.
The festivities wound up with a " Battle of Roses " upon

the " Corso " in the afternoon, and a torch-light processionin the evening. To those not familiar with the famous
carnivals of Rome, it may be said that the " Battle of the
Roses " consists of crowds of people in carriages and onfoot, promenading up and down this, one of the principal
streets, and throwing flowers to whomsoever they choose.
When friends meet the scenes are often animated and ex-
citing. The windows are crowded, as well as the streets ;
everybody is happy, and to a stranger the scene is a
novel and interesting one.
The Italians seem highly pleased at the success of theCongress, and certainly great efforts were made by them

to make it a success. There were rumors that the next
meeting would be held at St. Petersburg.

Very truly yours,
George W. Gay, M.D.

A FEW NOTES ON ROME AND THE LATE
INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS.

Rome, April 6, 1894.
Mr. Editor :

—

A little more than two years ago, (Oct.
8, 1891), it was my privilege to have a short communica-
tion published in the columns of the veteran Boston Medi-
cal and Surgical Journal, on "Rome, Her Sanitation and
Her Facilities for Holding a Polyglot Medical Congress,"in which I ventured to predict, from what I could then
learn from a tour through the Eternal City and her
suburbs, that though the medical brethren might mobilize
from every point of the compass, over all those roads
which lead to Rome, yet the old city could abundantly
and comfortably provide for all ; that the city was well
drained, healthy and delightful at every season of the year,
though she was at her best in the early spring.
Well ! the weary pilgrims came ; they have held their

Congress, and again scattered, over land and water, to
their own countries. All were well-fed and housed, at
moderate rates. All were received with a royal welcome,
in which the King himself and his beautiful Queen actively
participated; luncheon parties and banquets were held on
a munificent scale ; transportation of every kind was
accessible and moderate ; and more than five thousand
visiting medical practitioners and their friends have left
for home without any serious cases of illness developing
which could be ascribed to local causes.
Never before did the medical profession, to a greater

extent or in a more substantial manner, demonstrate to the
world its cosmopolitan character and its integral common
brotherhood.
Here, they massed, many of the most eminent and dis-tinguished members of their profession, to offer from a

common altar, the fruit of their life-long studies, observa-
tions and investigations, not for the benefit of any sect,
nation or race, but for the alleviation of the sufferings, and
for the well-being of all humanity. The Policlinico, the
building in which the Congress convened, was well adaptedfor the purpose. In it eighteen sections daily convenedand all the national committees assembled simultaneously.
It consisted of a series of eight large, two-storied, lofty
pavilions, with superb marble stair-ways, large windows
and porticos, and immense areas or courts for light andventilation. It is intended, as its designation intimates, to
be the principal Infirmary and centre for teaching for allItaly. Its capacity when complete will be for about four-
teen hundred beds, which, with the extensive laboratories
and spacious operating-theatres and lecture-rooms, will be
one of the best-equipped institutions for teaching in allEurope.

The only possible objection to it, as a visiting place, was
its distance from Piazza-Colonna, or the centre of the city

—about two miles
—

and because of its newness it was yet
rather damp and chilly.
The language most generally spoken at the Congress

was French. All the Italian doctors seem to have a speak-
ing knowledge of this tongue, and even the Spaniards from
South America could make themselves readily understood,
through its employment. German came second, although
the Germans did not attend iu very large numbers. English
came in a poor third ; and he whose linguistic capacity
was limited to this language, was at a great disadvantage.
It might be stated, without fear of over-stating the
truth, that English-speaking readers were barely tolerated.Essayists who read English or discussed contributions,
were restrained within the severest limits ; while the
French, Italians and Germans had carte blanche and
consumed as much time as they liked. Perhaps the
Romans were not so much to blame for this, as the French
element was there in great strength, and seemed to vastly
predominate in influence. Moreover, there seemed to be a
disposition on the side of both Italians and French to re-
establish the old entente cordiale so long interrupted.
The attendance from the United States was not large,

nor representative of the leading members of the profes-
sion. This, no doubt, was attributable to the season of
the year, when all the schools were in session, and many
famous teachers were unable to be present. In the com-
mittee rooms of the American delegation, however, one
hundred and seven registered ; the greater number of
them being from the West and South. But our army,
navy and marine-hospital services were amply represented
by medical officers of advanced rank, who attended the
sessions in full uniform.
The general sessions were held in the Eldorado on the

via Genova, every afternoon during the five days of the
Congressional sessions, at three in the afternoon. Here,
only on the last day, was America accorded the privilege ofentertaining the assembled multitude with a public address.
This was presented by Dr. Abram Jacobi of New York,
whose effort was well worthy of the distinguished speaker
and the country of his adoption.
As might be expected, the scientific portion of it dealt

chiefly with the maladies of children ; but, as he pro-ceeded, he considered the present status of the healing artin the United States, and dealt the over-specializing ten-
dencies of modern times some crushing blows. The reck-
less, useless mutilations so often practised, at present, as
current operations, he declared were little short of murder ;
and he anathematized the performers of them as those
whose hands were so stained that no amount of sterilization
could purify ; and whose souls were so corrupted that no
chemical fluid could preserve or restore them. Modern
antipyretics he declared had killed more than they cured,
and the profession was responsible for the position which
proprietary medicines occupied.
One feature of the Congress, of interest to Americans,

and which did good service for our scattered delegates,
was the organization of the American Delegation, in Section
C of the Polyclinic. Here the delegates from the United
States and Canada organized a bureau for information,
with Dr. Abram Jacobi for President, Dr. Thomas H.
Manley, of New York, Dr. William Tobin, of Halifax, and
Dr. G. A. Simmons, of Sacramento, Cal., as an Executive
Committee, and Dr. Douglas H. Stewart, of New York, as
Secretary.
During their second day's session the delegation was

visited by the American Ambassador to Italy, the Hon.
Wayne McVeagh, who made a short address, in which he
declared that it afforded him great pleasure to meet the
American contingent. He bespoke for them a hospitable
reception from their Italian confreres, and reminded the
delegates that he would be ready to serve them at any
time during: their stay, by every possible means within his
power.
In conclusion it may be said that while the late Con-

gress did not in every particular fulfil all that was expected
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of it, yet, considering the many difficulties in the way, the
anticipations of the majority were more than realized. At
all events, when it is remembered that the English, Frenchand Italian railways reduced their travelling rates for pas-
sengers fifty per cent., and that an opportunity was per-
mitted to visit the principal cities and hospitals of Europe
en roule, the time consumed by the Americans was not
misspent, and they will return to their homes with renewed
energy after their short holiday, and all the better equippedfor the duties which await them on their arrival.

Un Voyageur.

THE PROPOSED REDUCTION IN THE ARMY
MEDICAL SERVICE.
Groveland, Mass., April 10, 1894.

Mr. Editor :
—

I noticed your correspondent's anony-
mous communication (April 5, 1894), signed "Medicus,"
concerning the " Proposed Reduction of the Army Medical
Corps," with a secondary title, "An Attempted Legislative
Outrage !" I do not like to reply to, or even notice, any
communication in which the author, for certain reasons
best known to himself, conceals his name.
The statement concerning acting assistant-surgeons,

which title pleases not your grumbling incog, (who is prob-
ably a member of the Medical Corps) that " there is no
provision of law whereby they (acting assistant-surgeons)
can be placed in charge of the medical department at a
military post," is either a malicious lie or an ignorant as-
sertion of erroneous views. In either case it is untrue.
There are some younglings, bursting with importance, who
know little of military medical history in this country, par-
ticularly during the late Civil War, who pretend to imagine
that by scorning acting assistant-surgeons as " contract-
doctors " they in some measure increase their own promi-
nence. It would take too much of your time to name hun-
dreds of prominent medical men who were once acting
assistant-surgeons to the United States Army. These and
their associates have all " been placed in charge of the
medical department at a military post " time and again.
Some have served as acting medical directors of a depart-
ment, some in charge of large hospitals, camps, transports,
etc. Some preferred capture in battle rather than to
desert their wounded. If " Medicus " will read the records
of the Association of Acting Assistant-Surgeons, United
States Army, he will learn the history of many medical
men who have become eminent in medical history, and
whose position socially and professionally is equalled by few
of the so-called regular officers of the medical department,
who are so well paid and yet have so little to do.
Prominent generals of the army and prominent members

of the army medical department have gladly offered their
testimony in favor of the bill for the acting assistant-sur-
geons which has been lately presented to Congress. Your
own kindly notice of the Association of Acting Assistant-
Surgeons in a recent number of the Journal reflects the
best professional opinion concerning them.
For some years an influence has been exerted by a selfish

clique, under the leadership of the Surgeon-General's
Office, to make the way of the acting assistant-surgeon a
hard road to travel. Any one acquainted with the true
facts must have seen how pernicious and unmanly this in-
fluence has been. The acting assistant-surgeon has invari-
ably accepted the duties of military medical life with the
miserable pay offered, and he has also known the perilous
detail, when the more favored surgeon remained comfort-
ably at home and received the extra fees from outside
practice.
In my opinion, the sneers and misinformation contained

in the communication of " Medicus " are unwarranted, un-
kind and ungentlemanly, and deserve to be disapproved of
by all medical men. I have known the acting assistant-
surgeons for over a quarter of a century, and I have
always found them faithful, competent and honorable, de-
serving a much better status. It is very remarkable that
members of a medical corps so well paid (much better paid

than the medical officers of any other army) should attempt
to persecute reputable medical officers who perform the
same duties, and with exactly as much skill as the more
favored members of the so-called Medical Corps.
Little can be hoped for, so far as justice is concerned.

Acting assistant-surgeons who have faced the perils of
Indian warfare are just as much heroes as those who
served in the war of the Rebellion. An acting assistant-
surgeon is peer of any medical officer, and from real men
and true gentlemen receives every courtesy.

Yours truly, W. Thornton Parker, M.D.

New York, April 15, 1894.
Mr. Editor :

—

In a recent number of the Journal I
called attention to the legislative outrage now being at-
tempted in Congress of cutting off from the Medical Corps
of the Army thirty-five of its members, on the buncombe
plea of economy, and in spite of the strenuous objections
of the Surgeon-General, Dr. Sternberg, and the com-
mander-in-cbief of the United States Army, Gen. J. M.
Schofield, both of whom have clearly shown that these men
are really needed. As General Schofield put it in a letter
to the Secretary of War, dated March 15, 1894, this pend-
ing bill would be " seriously injurious to the military ser-
vice " ; also, " the Medical Corps of the Army is none too
large for the necessities of the service."
1 am therefore surprised that any self-respecting doctor

could write in defence of this measure, so utterly unworthy
of support. Indeed, not alone the Boston Medical and
Surgical Journal, but following it, the New York Medical
Journal, the Philadelphia Medical News, the New York
Medical Record, and many more of the most influential
and able medical publications of this country, have re-
cently published vigorous editorial 'denunciations of this in-
sult to our profession : a measure which, if successful, will
result at once in stopping the working of the new Army
Medical School, which, under General Sternberg's able
lead, is doing such scientific work among the younger sur-
geons in the army, educating them in sanitation of military
hospitals and troops, commissary knowledge, bacteriology,
military surgery, etc.
The tone, the evident animus, of the gentleman who has

seen fit to honor me with his attack deprives his letter of
weight, even aside from its misstatements. Nevertheless,
let me point out to your readers, Mr. Editor, the fact that
he seems to regard this bill as one which, if it passes, drop-
ping thereby thirty-five regular medical officers, will enable
contract-doctors to take their places ; and he looks upon
my letter as an onslaught against contract-doctors in
general, whom he proceeds to defend.
There is not a line, not a word, in my letter to justify

this excited rhetoric.
What I said in this context is as follows: "There is

now no appropriation made for contract-doctors, though
formerly this was the case ; and even if there were, there
is no provision of law whereby they can be placed in charge
of the medical department at a military post. Therefore,
they cannot take charge of the discipline and field-drill of
the Hospital Corps detachment, nor be responsible for the
post-hospital with its supplies. To effect economy as far
as practicable, the Surgeon-General has long employed
only private physicians at all the arsenal-posts in the
country, these being small ones."
The doctor attacking my letter denies the truth of the

statement which I have put in italics, and becomes vi-
tuperative thereupon regarding my ignorance.
Let me reply that this statement was made by me upon

authority of the words of the Surgeon-General himself.
Indeed, every figure, every assertion in my letter was ab-
solutely accurate, having been furnished me by one of the
medical officers of highest rank in the army, and with a
view to publication.
Whatever powers the contract-surgeons had during war

times, the fact as to the law to-day is precisely as stated in
my letter. If this gentleman who went off at half-cock,
and loaded only with blank cartridge, will apply to Sur-
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